
CITY OF DURHAM | DURHAM COUNTY
NORTH CAROLINA

Date: April 16, 2012

To: Thomas J. Bonfield, City Manager
Through: Keith Chadwell, Deputy City Manager
From: Steven L. Medlin, AICP, Planning Director
Subject: Resolution in Support of the NC Turnpike Authority Application to Designate 

the Triangle Expressway as a NC Scenic Byway

Summary. The NC Turnpike Authority believes the natural aesthetic beauty of the new 
Triangle Expressway corridor, including enhanced landscaping treatments and architectural 
features, has created a destination roadway.  The Authority has asked that the City of Durham 
adopt a resolution supporting its application for designation as a NC Scenic Byway.

Recommendation.  The staff recommends that the City adopt the attached supporting 
Resolution.

Background.  The Triangle Expressway is located in Wake and Durham Counties.  Phase I 
extends south from the NC 147/I-40 interchange in the Research Triangle Park to the Northern 
Wake Expressway (I-540) and includes I-540 from NC 54 to NC 55 in Wake County.  Phase II
would continue the Triangle Expressway from NC 55 south across US 64 and US 1 to the NC 55 
Bypass around Holly Springs.  Phase I opened in December 2011 and January 2012 and Phase II 
is scheduled to open later in 2012.  See the Attachment 1, Triangle Expressway Project Map.  
For more information, follow this link: www.ncdot.gov/projects/triangleexpressway/

The North Carolina’s Scenic Byways Program identifies and highlights scenic roads with 
unusual, exceptional or unique intrinsic qualities for public viewing and enjoyment.  The NC 
Turnpike Authority envisioned that the final design of the roadway would preserve the 
intrinsic scenic qualities of the Triangle Expressway corridor.  In order to accomplish this, the 
NC Turnpike Authority developed an aesthetic design guide and a landscape restoration plan 
for the project.  The goal of the aesthetic design guide was to create a consistent and 
memorable appearance of the hard features of the roadside.  Bridges, sign structures and 
tolling features have been designed to complement the architecture of the State Capitol 
region.  The landscape restoration plan will provide a sustainable landscape that showcases 
the distinct and beautiful natural features of the North Carolina Piedmont Region.  For more 
information, follow this link: www.ncdot.org/download/travel/scenic_byways.pdf

The NC Turnpike Authority believes the natural aesthetic beauty of the corridor, combined 
with enhanced landscaping treatments and architectural features, has created a destination 
roadway. The existing natural beauty of the corridor along with these enhancements qualifies 
the facility as a Scenic Byway.

http://www.ncdot.org/download/travel/scenic_byways.pdf
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The NC Turnpike Authority is preparing an application for official designation of the Triangle 
Expressway as a Scenic Byway. Support from the local municipalities for which the facility 
traverses is a requirement of the application. The Authority has asked that the City of Durham 
adopt a resolution supporting its application.

Attachments

1. Triangle Expressway Project Map
2. Resolution in Support of the NC Turnpike Authority Application to Designate the 

Triangle Expressway as a NC Scenic Byway



Attachment 1, Triangle Expressway Project Map


